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Dear Family and Friends of SJC, we are happy to share the following good news with
you! At the recent MOE Workplan Seminar on 22 September, CHIJ St Joseph’s
Convent was awarded the Lee Hsien Loong Award for Innovations in the Normal
Course. The award is valid from 2015 to 2020
The award recognizes SJC’s significant effort to implement the LAMBS (Learning that
is Experiential, Assessment that is formative, Motivation through encouragement,
Building enduring relationships and Support through programmes) framework, the
positive trend of academic value-addedness of N-stream results, and how SJC has
worked with our various stake-holders to build a pervasive culture of care and student
engagement. Congratulations to All Staff, especially our SH/NA-NT, Mrs Joyce Hong,
and her team. Keep up the good work!

MOTHER TONGUE FORTNIGHT: CELEBRATING SINGAPORE’S RICH CULTURAL DIVERSITY
Apart from commemorating National Day in semester 2, SJC also organizes another much-loved annual
festival for SJCians – the Mother Tongue Fortnight. The Mother Tongue Fortnight promotes the learning
of the Mother Tongue cultures beyond textbooks by actively engaging students in a rich variety of arts
and cultural activities. This enables students to see the connection between the language taught in
school and the culture of its practitioners. In 2015, enrichment activities were organized as follows:
Secondary 1: Art of Fragrance- Secondary 2: Beauty of Secondary 3: Light in a Box
making
Words
CL – Tea appreciation & perfume
CL – Lantern painting
bag making
CL – Seal carving
ML – Puppet making
ML – Bunga rampai
ML – Jawi writing
TL – Kolam
TL – Garland making
TL – Henna designing
Following the enrichment activities in the afternoon, teachers set up
booths to proudly display products made by students during the
various classes. This further provided a platform for students taking
other Mother Tongue languages to learn about the other cultures.
Quizzes were also conducted as part of booth activities. SJC’s
enthusiastic Parents’ Support Group lent their support by setting up
a display stall as well. They also generously sponsored Popular gift
vouchers to the students for the quizzes!
As the Mid-Autumn Festival, Hari Raya Haji and Deepavali are
approaching, in true Singapore fashion, the MT teachers took the
opportunity to distribute the delectable delights of the different
cultures to students who were able to correctly respond to the quiz
questions – mooncakes, muruku and keropok. Students had a
merry time learning, participating and food tasting!
Besides sharing the great food and activities, the Malay Language
students offered to share what they had learnt with their school
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Festive
mates – the writing of names in the elegant, intricate Jawi

script. About 50 students and staff of SJC requested their
names be written in Jawi, on tags that could be hung or given
as gifts. 3 Secondary 2 students had volunteered to write
these names. This was their chance to apply what they had
learnt from the Jawi-writing session and to share their
knowledge with the school. Our three budding, enthusiastic
calligraphers were Khairunnisa (2A), Nurul Kamylia (2B), and
Fathin Natashah (2C).
Here are some of our students’ reflections:
The Tea Appreciation workshop was really fun and exciting! The
instructor first gave an introduction about tea, explained how to make
tea, the different variations of tea and where tea came from. I liked this
activity as it was very meaningful to get to know more about tea. We
even got to make our own tea with our friends! At the end, the
instructors gave us a small souvenir of a teabag containing tea leaves.
– Christine Seow (1F)
I learnt how to make the bunga rampai, and the uses of bunga rampai
during weddings. The hands-on opportunity was better than just
watching a video or seeing the teacher do it. This made
the lesson more fun and meaningful. I would recommend
this activity to my juniors next year. – Aalyyah Binte
Mohd Imran (1F)
This has been a great platform for all SJC-ians to promote
racial harmony by gathering to explore traditional food and
cultural activities. It was enriching as I got to learn how to
tie a garland using small flowers. Although I was not the
best at this, it gave me the opportunity to understand the
cultural significance of garland making. I also learnt about
the role of flowers in other cultures. My Chinese friends
also made fragrance bags that smelt really good. – Ria
Bhattacharjee (1E)

I am happy with the opportunity to learn how to make a
garland. It was difficult to make the garland at first but
after a while it became easy. Initially, I got help from my
friend. But after much practice, I managed to do the
garland on my own. – Muralitharan Rohetha (1A)
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We were privileged to have an engaging,
professional henna artist teach us how to
do henna the right way. I have done
henna before for about 20 people in my
CCA, but I had not done it in a
professional way. After this activity, I felt a
new sense of belonging towards my own
culture. I would definitely recommend this
to other students as it was fun and the
teacher was very thorough in teaching the
proper methods of henna. – Sri
Vaishnavi (2D)
I enjoyed the seal carving session. Although it was rather
tiring on my hands after putting pressure on it to
repeatedly carve out the word on the seal, I took it as a
personal challenge to myself to see how much patience
and perseverance I actually had, as well as how much
concentration I could put in. I felt pretty accomplished at
the end of it and would highly recommend it to other
students as seal carving really brought me closer to my
Mother Tongue culture. – Cheryl Hoon (2H)

I have learnt that the Jawi letters are written from the
right hand corner of a page and not the left like we see
in Roman letters. Jawi script is beautiful as the letters
turn out really fine and nice when written. However, it
is not easy to understand Jawi writing as there are
letters with similar sounds but which are altogether
different in usage. Jawi writing is very interesting as it
is different from how we write in Malay now. There are
letters which have to be joined, unlike the roman
letters in Malay. –Nurul Kamylia Binte Noorhan (2B)
Before this, I had never written in Jawi before. Hence, I did not know how
to go about doing this activity. I feel very unsure when I tried writing in
Jawi during the session. This was a challenging activity as we had to
follow the teacher’s instructions carefully. However, it was an interesting
experience for me as I have now learnt a new skill. – Nur Batrisya
Binte Mohd Shariff (2B)
the
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Wayang Kulit is a puppet shadow art form
derived from a Javanese Hindu-Buddhist
tradition where hand-crafted leather
puppets depict epic stories of the gods in
shadow play. All the Malay students
made our own wayang kulit with just
papers and crayons. The wayang kulit
that was printed out for us had so many
little unique details. Our wayang kulit was
totally different from the original one as
ours were very colourful. Once we are
ready with our wayang kulit, we put it
behind the screen and lamp and we were
ready to start the short show. It was a
very fun experience as I could interact
and bond with my Malay teachers and
classmates. The knowledge helped me
understand and appreciate
Southeast
Asian art more. – Darwisyah bte Atnan
(3C)
I had a really great experience as I was able
to learn more about my own culture as well
as other people’s culture. I learnt how to
make kolam in an enjoyable kolam
workshop. I think this is very important as
most Indians, especially in the present
generation do not know how to make these.
This experience was a new one for all of us.
Furthermore, we learnt how to work well in
our teams and to cooperate better. – Sheby
Elsa James (3D)
I was very happy to take part in the Mother
Tongue Fortnight. It was a good experience
learning how to make a kolam, a traditional
Indian design usually made outside of our
houses. A kolam is made of rice flour. It is believed that the ants
will eat the rice floor and bless the family. We also had enjoyable
group work. This activity enabled me to learn and appreciate my
own and others’ culture. This fortnight has emphasized to me the
importance of racial harmony in Singapore. – Lavaniya d/o
Ilango (3B)
We were given a talk on the history of lanterns after which we
were each given pre-made lanterns and tasked to paint them.
We had to work in groups of about eight so that we could share
the paint provided. I really enjoyed the activity as it was my first
time designing my own lantern. It was a great experience
overall. I think that the school should continue the Mother
Tongue Fortnight event next year so that the students can learn
more about Asian culture and also have fun making and
designing things that were done in the past. If given a chance, I
would definitely participate in an activity like this again! –
Crystal Toh (3F)
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