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Dear Family and Friends of SJC, we trust you’ve had an enjoyable Term 3! This month, we would like to
congratulate our colleagues, Mrs Veronica Tjan and Ms Serene Wong Suet Kwan, for receiving the
National Day Commendation Award and the MOE Long Service Award respectively! Here are highlights
of SJC’s SG50 celebrations in August.

CELEBRATING SINGAPORE’S GOLDEN JUBILEE, MAJULAH
SINGAPURA!
August has always been an action-packed month in SJC’s Character
and Citizenship Education Programme. This year, 9th of August holds
even more significance as it marks Singapore’s Golden Jubilee. The
theme this year, ‘Majulah Singapura’, calls on Singaporeans to
remember our roots, reflect on our achievements over the
last 50 years and anticipate the future with optimism.
During the CCE lesson leading up to National Day, boxes of
‘Building My SG’ Lego sets were distributed to all students in the
school. SJCians constructed three iconic Singapore landmarksCavenagh Bridge, Changi Airport and Gardens by the Bay.
Through this activity, SJCians learnt about these landmarks and
the significance of what they represent in the history and the
continued progress of Singapore. They also learnt about the
contributions made by our pioneers in shaping Singapore’s
landscape through such infrastructure as Singapore made her
name on the world stage as a versatile transport and
communication hub, as well as a Garden within a City, marrying
the needs of humans and the environment in a holistic balance.
Students and teachers alike were also encouraged to use the LEGO bricks to collaborate and envision,
design and build the Singapore that they would like to see in the future.
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6TH AUGUST: NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS IN SCHOOL
In addition to looking forward to the long Jubilee weekend, SJCians also got together on 6th August to
celebrate National Day in school. Such special celebrations form a part of our shared memories and
experiences as SJCians and as Singaporeans growing up on this island that we call home.
This year, as a reminder of the importance of vigilance, we started the day with a fire drill after
morning assembly in the classrooms. This served as a timely reminder for us as Singaporeans to not take
our independence for granted. We must remind vigilant and be responsive in defending our country.
This year, as part of our celebrations, we invited
a group of special guests to share about their
experiences participating in the 2015 SEA Games.
They were former SJC students who were athletes
at the Games, participating in Diving, Women’s
Water Polo and Taekwondo. Fielding questions from
the floor, these athletes shared their experiences at
the Games, how they continued to strive to exceed
their best despite the obstacles that stood in their
way, the challenges of balancing studies and their
passion for sports, and the excitement and pressure
of competition
National Day celebrations would not be complete without the crowd favourite of the Community
Songs Sing-Along. During the rousing sing-a-long session that closed the celebrations for the day, each
House took turns to lead the school in old favourites like “Count On Me, Singapore”, “We Are Singapore”
and “Home”, uniting our voices in expressing our love for Singapore through music that captured the
different stages of Singapore’s development as a nation.

YOUTH CELEBRATE!
19 Staff and 63 students from our school attended the Youth Day event Youth Celebrate! on a balmy
Sunday evening, 26 July 2015, at the Singapore Sports Hub. Themed, “Celebrating Diverse Talents,
Creating Shared Memories and Looking Forward with Confidence”, the evening was a showcase of the
vitality of our youth and their achievements in sports, arts and uniformed groups in an impressive range
of performances by the various youth choirs, military bands, dance ensembles, youth musicians and
uniform groups. The event brought together more than 3,700 performers and athletes from all MOE
schools, Special Education schools and Institutes of Higher Learning. It was the first time that our new
National Stadium hosted a joint sports and arts event for over 53,000 students, educators and parents.
Youth Celebrate! also marked the official opening of the Singapore Sports Hub. At this milestone
occasion, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong sealed a Time Capsule that contained a repository of
meaningful items that are symbolic of our nation’s sporting aspirations.
That evening, Singapore’s students set two records
on the Singapore Book of Records – the largest floating
Singapore flag and the most number of laps swum in one
hour. At the National Stadium, highlights included a novelty
soccer match ‘Goal for a Cause’ which saw the
participation of 11 Singapore’s football greats such as
Fandi Ahmad and Malek Awak in a friendly match with 50
young Singapore football fans. For these students who got
to share the pitch with Singapore’s football legends, the
memories were invaluable.
One of our student participants, Alexis Nichole Chew
Wenxin, from 3F took part in a photo contest - #Youthfie
(featured left), organised by the Youth Celebrate!
Organising Committee and won some vouchers for usage
of sports facilities in Sports Hub! The enjoyable evening
ended with a rousing rendition of our National Anthem.
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CELEBRATING SINGAPORE’S HERITAGE: TALES OF S 2015
To commemorate SG50, the English Department encouraged all students to participate in a
writing competition, Tales of S 2015, organised by the Library Management Company, Civica.
Through this event, we hoped to deepen our girls’ understanding of Singapore’s past and the
spirit of resilience in the face of challenges, which shaped our hard-won economic success.
As part of the writing task, students were asked to research significant events in Singapore’s
history in the past 50 years. They had to select one significant moment which resonated with
them to use this as backdrop to their story. These moments of our country’s history were then
reframed through the lenses of fictional characters shaped by the imaginations of our budding
writers.
The best 12 entries were submitted for the competition and we are pleased to announce that
3 have been selected to be showcased in the limited edition book entitled, Tales of S –
Honouring Singapore’s Past. They are ‘Nantah’ by Vanessa Tan Yi Jun from 4D, ‘Something
New’ by Nur Diana D/O Haja Maideen from 4D, and ‘The Coin’ by Jillian Chang Min Wen from
4G. On the 14th of August, these 3 students were acknowledged at a award ceremony, graced
by Guest of Honour, Mr Baey Yam Keng, Member of Parliament for Tampines GRC, for being
one of the 50 prize winners out of over 470 entries. They were presented with Young Writer’s
Award certificates and a copy of the limited print edition book during this event.
One copy of the book, which has been autographed by our winners (featured below), will be
made available in the school library. The eBook will also be made available to all participating
school libraries. Students interested to read their work may enquire with the school librarian.
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Reflections from our budding writers:
Participating in this competition has ingrained in me a greater sense of belonging to Singapore.
Spending hours researching the different events that have taken place in Singapore’s past, especially
our accomplishments since independence, has made me realise how far we have come as a nation. It
has helped me appreciate Singapore better as well as the efforts our forefathers and pioneer generation
have contributed in laying the strong foundation for Singapore. Listening to the stories and anecdotes
of different authors at the ceremony has provided me with greater insights into the wonders of storytelling. Participating in this event has also instilled in me a new found love for Singapore and I am
determined to be a part of the accomplishments we will achieve in the next fifty years. - Jillian Chang
(Sec 4 Grace)
Having my story selected was surprising because it was my first time participating in a story-writing
contest and also because I am generally weak in vocabulary. I also felt happy because any sort of an
achievement is always a great feeling.
During the preparation process of writing the story, I had to research past events in Singapore's
history. I decided to look up more obscure events which turned out to be extremely interesting. One of
the many historic events which I thought was interesting was actually about the Laju ferry incident where
the Laju ferry was hijacked and the crew were taken as hostages. However, the one event which
resonated with me the most was about Nantah University, which used to be a prestigious school meant
for the Chinese. It had to be closed since there was a dwindling enrolment of Chinese-speaking
students.
As a student, I am able to empathise with those of Nantah who lost their beloved school to such a
sad fate. I can understand the sentiment one has after having been with the school for years. Having
studied in SJC for four years, I have grown to love the traditions and culture of the school, such as
playing netball, an important rite of passage for all SJCians. This common ground of our love for our
schools between the students of Nantah and I led me to write their story.
This experience has taught me more about Singapore's history than I have studied in the past 15
years of my life. It has allowed me to appreciate not only the culture and practices of the past, but also
the people who have shaped Singapore through their consistent hard work in the face of hardship. I feel
more proud to be a Singaporean now than ever before with my newfound understanding of Singapore's
rich history through the recordings of the many Singaporeans who came before me. - Vanessa Tan

(Sec 4 Diligence)
I did not imagine that this competition would leave such a long-lasting impact on me. I had thought that it
was just another essay to write, another piece of mundane homework. It was only after I went home, sat
down and began thinking about what to write that I realised that this was an opportunity for me to truly
take ownership of my own learning. I was not only able to put my writing abilities to the test; I was also
able to learn more about our country, Singapore. In order to identify a significant event in Singapore’s
past, I had to research the history of Singapore.
My story was based on the relocation of citizens from the kampong villages to the HDB apartments.
Like most Singaporeans, I am aware that there used to be kampongs in Singapore. However, it was only
after some extensive research that I discovered the reluctance of Singaporeans in the past to relocate.
The kampongs had a special place in their lives, and to them, relocation meant they had to leave those
deep-seated feelings and the sense of belonging behind. I was astonished to find this out, and it made
me reflect. Our grandparents and parents had to leave behind the houses they had lived in for decades,
move to a completely new neighbourhood with high rise buildings that were pretty much alien to them
and start anew. It must have been incredibly daunting! Yet, they set aside their fears and moved on. If
they had been too afraid of change, would Singapore have developed to what it is today? No, it was the
courageous spirit of our forefathers and pioneer generation and their willingness to take risks that was
the driving force behind the growth of Singapore. As a Singaporean in the present, I am so grateful.
Much like the past Singaporeans' reluctance to relocate to the HDB blocks, I was not too keen on
participating in this competition initially. It was because of my fear of failure, which was heightened due
to the approaching ‘O’ level examinations. However deep down, I wanted to grasp this one of a kind
opportunity to also prove my ability. The resilience of our forefathers has inspired me, not just in writing,
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but it also changed my perception of the challenges I face. It is not about whether you succeed or fail, it is
about you trying your very best in every task, no matter its magnitude. It is only then that one can be
assured that one’s hard work will pay off. - Nur Diana (Sec 4D Diligence)

IMAGINING SINGAPORE’S FUTURE: ARTWORK FOR THE FUTURE
Designs by Ong WenXin (Sec 2 Diligence), were shortlisted for DESIGNED IN SINGAPORE: TOYS FROM THE
FUTURE SHOWCASE. WenXin’s work was showcased together with 49 other works via the SG50 Microsite,
http://www.moe.gov.sg/sg50/. The works were curated based on the SG50 themes: 1. Our Journey Together, 2.
What makes Us Singaporeans and 3. Forging a Brighter Future Together.
WenXin’s designs were inspired by the MRT transport lines.

Many of us commute
via the MRT almost
daily.
The MRT
brings people from
all walks of life
around Singapore.
The
colour-coded
lines take us to
different parts of the
island and the LRT
lines even travel so
close to our HDB
hometowns.
This
efficient
and
sophisticated
transport
system
resembles
the
human
vascular
system which brings
vibrancy to our
Singapore. It is a unique part of Singapore which we should appreciate and be proud of. – Ong WenXin
(Sec 2 Diligence)

.
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