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ENVIRONMENTAL APPRECIATION: A CHEMISTRY LEARNING JOURNEY TO SUNGEI BULOH
As part of SJC’s Character and Citizenship Education Module
on Environmental Conservation, lower secondary students,
chaperoned and guided by their form teachers and Chemistry
teachers, make an annual learning journey to Sungei Buloh
Wetland Reserve, the only remaining protected mangrove forest in
Singapore, to study the rich yet challenging ecosystem and the
changing evolutionary adaptations of flora and fauna as a result of
the impact of urban development upon the natural environment.
This year, Secondary Ones participated in this while being led by
teachers and some of their Secondary Three senior-volunteerguides who had been trained by teachers.
Secondary One were guided by teachers and seniors to hone their
scientific skills of observing, comparing, classifying, community and
analyzing as they worked in teams to develop food webs and learnt how to
use sensitive, scientific instruments like data-loggers to unpack Chemistry
and Geography concepts when they conducted water quality tests.
Secondary Threes who had volunteered to be their environmental
ambassadors also had an enjoyable time guiding their juniors closely
I enjoyed exploring the
reserve, spotting different species
of plants and animals, learning
about how they adapt to their
harsh environment of a wetland
and how each living organism
develops a unique biological
adaptation for survival. I was
thrilled to spot 2 Hornbills which
are rare in Singapore. I also got
to bond with my friends. I learnt
how the natural habitat is very
important to humans as well.
– Rachel Poh.
I got to learn many things through visiting the nature reserve. I got to see many rare animals
which we can’t find daily in Sengkang. I also got to learn how plants adapt themselves to some of
the conditions like low levels of oxygen, salinity and also the impact of being partially submerged
in the water. I really enjoyed this trip and hope there will be more such useful learning journeys.
- Yakshini D/O Shangkar A.
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GUIDING WITH THE COMMUNITY
Every year, representatives from the SJC Girl Guides
participate in Girl Guides Singapore’s (GSS) annual Carnival.
This year, nine SJC Girl Guides took part in the annual selffunded fundraising event. GGS is a non-profit organisation.
The 2014 theme was ‘Learning is Fun’. SJC Girl Guides set up
a ‘Henna Art’ stall and also sold retro-biscuits. Before the
carnival, our Guides spent time learning and practising Henna
Art on paper and on one another’s hands. Despite having no
prior experience, they were very eager to learn and had much
fun experimenting with different designs. The experience also
provided our girls with a platform to put into practice
some of the design principles which they had learnt for
their lower secondary Visual Art Zentangles Module.
Although anxious at first, our Guides got more
adventurous and confident with time. Their skills
improved remarkably as they were willing to try intricate
designs that were initially avoided. Our proud stall
holders were kept busy throughout with customers
ranging from young girls to adults. Their patience and
enterprising spirit were rewarded with many satisfied
customers. Being enterprising for a good cause was,
indeed, very fun!

IGNITING STUDENTS’ PASSION FOR LEARNING
SJCians participated in the 7th ignite Science Challenge organized by Science Centre
Singapore and MOE. Initiated by ITE’s School of Applied & Health Sciences in 2008 for
students in the Normal stream, this annual competition aims to use innovative and fun ways
Yto enable students to understand the application of science in meaningful contexts which are
relevant in their daily lives. Each year, participants focus on different themes and tackle
different disciplines of science. Here are our thoughtful participants’ reflections.
In 2013, we participated in the Lotions and Potions Challenge but had not won any
prizes. In 2014, we participated in the Chemistack Challenge because we wanted to give
ourselves another chance after gaining some experience the year before. The Lotions
Challenge was not offered in 2014. The Chemistack computerised Chemistry board game
was more challenging. At each turn, different questions would appear and we had to find
suitable chemical formulas with the elements provided. We spent hours unpacking chemical
formulas and our hard work finally paid off as we qualified for the semi-finals.
Through the competition, apart from learning new Chemistry concepts, we learnt soft skills
like being alert and team spirit. We had to be very alert so as to know which elements to
select under the intense time-constraints. Even though there were times when we could not
agree on our team response, we learnt how to listen to our team mates’ opinions first before
answering.
Though we did not clinch the top prizes, we won the Encouragement Prize.
More important, we learnt things which we can’t learn in textbooks and we can apply these
soft skills in our school work and our daily lives. – reflections from Lim Li Xuan Vanessa,
Isabelle Hoe Si En and Kasthuri D/O Thirunavukarasu, 4D
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Participating in Chemistack meant that we had to know our
chemistry formulae really well. To prepare for the Preliminary
Rounds, we practised daily for an hour on our own or as a group.
During the preliminary round, we were leading all the way till the
last 15 minutes when one of the other team’s score shot up and
we were unsure if we could climb back up to the top but we
persevered and pushed ahead and won that round. We were very
happy as we had made it into the semi-finals.
One of the main challenges we faced was having to juggle
Semestral assessment right before our semi-finals. Time management and setting our priorities
right played a crucial role in balancing our tight schedule. During the qualifying semi-finals at the
Science Centre, we were excited, scared and anxious all at the same time. On the day of the
semi-finals, one of our teammates was not feeling well and could not perform to her best
abilities. We did not blame her as no one wanted it to happen. Instead, we told ourselves we
needed to show what SJC’s teamspirit was about and we put in our very best. Once the round
started, we started to lead by a large amount. We were happy but soon one of the teams caught
up with us and took the lead. We put in our best effort to try and catch up but we still lost to that
team and did not qualify for the finals.
We were disappointed but at the same time glad we had made it this far. In addition, we
wanted to share with all of you that health is very important and we must take good care of
ourselves while we are preparing for our tests and examinations. With a healthy mind and body,
we can achieve even more. – reflections from Shah Vartika Piyush, Rashmi Sekar and Tee Xue
Min Chermaine, Sec 4D.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH TO COMMEMORATE RACIAL HARMONY DAY
On a bustling Sunday morning in late
July, 3C presented a site-specific adaptation
of the local play, Kopi Tiam by Kuo Pao Kun,
as part of their involvement in the Passion
Arts Festival held at Rivervale Plaza. Despite
the class not having anyone who is a member
of the school’s drama CCA, 3C came together
and organized a creative performance that
was well-received by the audience.
I learnt that being a performer, especially in short shows is very difficult. We should not
underestimate such performers as they really put in a lot of effort. – Ronelle Hue

Everyone was
very focused during the performance. Without
teamwork, our play would not have been good.
- Jade Quek
I acted off-stage as a passer-by standing in the crowd. I learnt how to speak up and act like an
actor should. I also learnt how to work with my friends and manage my time. In reality, I was
actually louder than I expected. The performance was a little scary but it was fun! - Jolin Chiew
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